12 Month Optional Practical Training Tutorial
Congratulations on graduating from UC Santa Barbbaral

UC SANTA BARBARA



What is OPT?

» Authorization given by USCIS to work up to 12 months in @
field directly related to your degree 8 .

* Employment must be full-fime (more than 20 hours a week).

* Employment must be commensurate with degree level.

» For example, if you received a Master’s degree, then you should
apply for a job where a Master’s is strongly desired.

» During OPT, you are still an F-1 student and your status is
monitored by OISS.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Am | Eligible to Apply?

* Must be in valid F-1 status at the fime of application

- Completed 1 full academic year (3 consecutive quarters
at UCSB).

 Have not been approved for OPT at current education
evel

* Have not completed one year (365 days) of full time
Curricular Practical Training (CPT)

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Office

Timeline

* Allowed to apply 90 days before the end of your program
* |t takes 10 business days for OISS 1o process your application

- On average, USCIS takes 90-120 days fo review and approve
your application. OISS cannot reques’r expedited review of your
application.

* It is possible that it will fake USCIS less than or more than 90-120 days to
approve your OPT application.

« OPT start date must fall within the 60 day grace period following
completion of program.

. gOPcTJIGy grace period allowed after successful completion of

of International Students and Scholars Questions?e Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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What Should | Provide to OISS to Apply For OPT

OISS OPT Request Form

e http://oiss.sa.ucsb.edu/forms

Form |-765

* https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Most recent |-94
* https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/194/#/home

G-1145

* https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145

OISS Processing Fee Receipt

e http://oiss.sa.ucsb.edu/payment/OPT/OPT Payment

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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OPT Request Form

How do [ fill it Ine



Requested OPT Start Date

UC SANTA BARBARA OPT APPLICATION FORM

Office of International Processing Time: 10 business days
For use by F-1 Students

Students & Scholars Updated 10/21/2018

Requested OPT start date:

(Must fall within 60-day grace period following graduation date)

12-MONTH OPTIONAL PRACTICAL TRAINING (OPT) REQUEST FORM

Optional Practical Training (OFPT) is a type of employment authorization that allows a 12-
month period of employment for F-1 students in their major field of study.

Family Mame: First Name:

PERM #: Maijor: Level of Study:

Fhone: Personal (non-UCSB) E-mail*:

*NOTE: QIsS will enfer this e-mail into SEVIS as your primary contact e-mail during OFT.
This is also the e-mail address you will use fo log in fo SEVP Partal to update your OPT employer info.

Requested OPT start date:
Your proposed practical training start date should be
Have you studied in the U.S. continuously for at least one full academic year? oYes oMo U p p p g U

I understand and will comply with the responsibilities required for maintaining F-1 status during my period of OPT . 3 .

authonization, which include: obtaining employment in a field related te my major field of study within 90 days -I- h 6 O d O S Of O e d d O Te F O e O ' ' I | e f O

of my OPT start date, updating my employment and living address in my SEVP Portal within 10 days of the WI I n U r n . r X 4 I U r

changs.

program end date is June 30, your start date should be
c:.llegeAdvimr(Undergradni:i:::l;):m'cADVISORCER“HCATION WiThin 60 dOys Of ThOT dOTe.

Undergraduate Expected Graduation Date: /- / (MM/DD/YYYY)
For Graduate Student Advisors

Date of Defense or Final Exam:

(The 1-20 will be shortened to this date. Graduate students CANNOT be employed on or off
campus beyond thizs date until OPT authorization has been approved.)

L]
The Above sfudent has fulfiled all formal degree requirements for his/her final degree milestone
except for the following:

* Final Examination and/or filing of doctoral dissertation or DMA supporting documents [all research
and substanfial draft must be completed) OR

L]
* Final Examination and/or filing of master's thesis (all research and substantial draft must be
completed) OR Completion of master's comprehensive exam or project eX p e ‘ e g ro ' ' O I O I I O e
(]

I recommend that this student engage in practical fraining related to their field of study.

Adyvizer Signature: Date:

e OISS|31305tudentResourceBuildmgl(S:;DS:::ZSIB\uiss sa.ucsb.eduElnv::iu::.oiss.ur_sh.edu YOU annOi woork beyond -I-he
o expected graduation date. You must
wait until you receive your EAD card.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Who Should Sign the OPT Request Form?

Academic Advisor Cerdification: U n d e rg rO d U O Te

College Advisor (Undergradvates)
Undergraduate Expected Graduation Date: IMM/DD/YYYY) e Must be Signed by an

Bﬂ:Gmfdsufiﬂ Smde:'mcllzimm- The 1-20 will be shortened to this dat advisor in the College
ars o STENSS OF PNl EXarm: [ e1l- Wi € sno ned o Tnis aare. Of Le.l..l.ers Clﬂd

Graduate students CANNOT be employed on or off campus beyond this date until OPT . i .
avthorization is approved) SCIence' Engmee”ngf
The Above student has fulfiled oll formal degree reguirements for his/her inal degree or Cre(jﬂve S‘l‘UdieS
milestone except for the following:

* Final Bxamination and/or fiing of doctoral dissertation or DMA supporting documents [all
research and substanfial draft must be completed) OF

» Final Examination and/or filing of master's thesis [all research and substantial draft must be GrO d U O Te
completed] OF Completion of master's comprehensive exam or project

* Must be signed by a
graduate student
advisor or faculty
member

| recommend that this student engage in practical training related to their field of study.

Advisor Signature: Date:

Hame: Fhone: Email:

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Who Should Sign the OPT Request Form?

Your advisor must complete the Advisor
Certification portion of the request form, including

the expected program completion date.

Program completion date:
For undergraduates, this is

Academic Advisor Certification:
College Advisor (Undergraduates)

Undergraduate Expected Graduation Date: / / (MM/DD/YYYY) the last day of the quarter
For Gradvate Student Advisors you Wil grOdUQTe,

Date of Defense or Final Exam: [The 1-20 will be shortened to this date.

Graduate students CANNOT be employed on or off campus beyond this date vntil OPT

avthorization is approved)

The Above student has fulfilled all formal degree requirements for his/her final degree
milestone except for the following:

» Final Examination and/or fiing of doctoral dissertation or DMA supporting documents (all
research and substantial draft must be completed] OF

» Final Examination and/for fiing of master's thesis (all research and substantial draft must be
completed) OR Completion of master’s comprehensive exam or project

| recommend that this student engage in practical fraining related to their fisld c:?/]y.— AdViSOI’ Signc:’rure
Advisor Signature: Date: Undergraduates : College Advisor
Name: Phone: Email J Graduates : Academic Department

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Form |-765

How do [ fill it In¢



Note About the Form |I-765

Please note that the guidance provided within
this futorial is an interpretation of the instructions
published within the USCIS Instructions for Form |-
/65. The Information provided in this tutorial is @
supplement that we have created to answer
any questions that may arise while completing
the Form |-765. We urge all students to also
review the guidance provided by USCIS:
hitps:.//wWww.uscCis.goVv/I-/65.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 1 : Reason for Appling and Legal Name

All information must be The 1-765 must be printed
typed on a computer! single sided!

» START HERE - Type or print in black ink.

Part 1. Reason for Applying Enfer your name exactly as it
I am applying for (select only one box): appedars on the biOngI pthCIl
La. [X] Initial permission to accept employment. Ppage of your passport.

Lb. [ ] Replacement of lost. stolen. or damaged employment
authorization document. or correction of my _\/
employment authorization document NOT DUE to
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
error.

Part 2. Information About You

NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form I-765 and filing fee. Refer to
Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
Filing Fee section of the Form I-765 Instructions for
further details.

Your Full Legal Name

1.a. Family Name
(Last Name)

1.b. Given Name
(First Name)

1.c. Middle Name

Renewal of my permission to accept employment.
(Attach a copy of your previous employment
authorization document.)

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 2: Mailing & Physical Address

Your U.S. Mailing Address

S5.4. In Care Of Name (if any)

5h. Street Number |
and Name

se. []Apt. []Ste. []Fk |

. City or Town |

. State 3 sf  ZIP l'_"ndn:|

USPS ZIP Code I

Is your current mailing address the same as your physical
sl

address? [JYes [No

NOTE: If you answered “No™ to Item Number 6.,
provide your physical address below.

Office of International Students and Scholars

Use a mailing
address where
you know you
can receive
mail for at least
6 months after
submitting your
application. If
you are using @
friend or family
address, you
will type their
name in the “In
Care of Name”™
field.

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

physical

Your mailing address may
not be the same as your

address (if you

are using a friend or family

mailing address). Physical

address is where you live
in the U.S.

U.S. Physical Address

7.a. Street Number
and Name

7b. [ JApt. [ ]Ste. [ ]Flr.

7.c. City or Town

7.d. State _[ 7.e.

ZIP Code

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Important Information About Mailing Address

It is important fo note that the mailing address you indicate on this
application is where all your important documents will be mailed. This
includes your Employment Authorization Document (EAD Card) and Social
Security Card (if you chose to receive one). If you are using your current
mailing address, please make sure that you are staying in that home for at
least 6 months after submitting your application to USCIS.

If you are using a friend or family member's mailing address, you will want a
trusted individual who will look out for your important maill They should write
your name on a card taped to the inside of the mailbox so the mail carrier
sees you can receive mail at their home.

Not sure about your future mailing address¢ You may want to look at a Post
Office (PO) Box. For example, you can reserve a PO Box through USPS:
https://www.uUsps.com/manage/po-boxes.ntm

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 2: Other Information

Other Information

8.  Alien Registration Number (A-Number) (if any)

> A-

USCIS Online Account Number (if any)

>

Gender [ ]Male [ ]Female

Marital Status
[ ]Single [ ]Marmried [ |Divorced [ ] Widowed

Have you previously filed Form I-765?
[JYes [ |No

.a. Has the Social Security Administration (SSA) ever
officially issued a Social Security card to you?

[ JYes [ ]No

NOTE: Ifyou answered “No” to Itemn Number 13.a..
skip to Item Number 14. If you answered “Yes” to Item
Number 13.a.. provide the information requested in Item
Number 13.b.

Office of International Students and Scholars

8./9. If you do NOT have
an alien registration
number or a USCIS
Online Account
Number, leave these
blank

12. Only select yes if you
have done OPT or
applied for an EAD
card in the past.

13.a. Only select "Yes” if
you have ever been
issued a Social Security
Card and enter your
SSN number in 13b.

14. Select “Yes” if you
need a Social Security
Number (SSN). Select
“No" if you already
have one.

15. Select “Yes” if you
need an SSN. Skip if you
have an SSN,

13.b. Provide your Social Security number (SSN) (if known).

14.

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

>

Do you want the SSA to issue you a Social Security card?
(You must also answer “Yes” to Item Number 15..
Consent for Disclosure. to receive a card.)

[ ]Yes [ |No

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 14.. skip
to Part 2., Item Number 18.a. If you answered “Yes™ to

Item Number 14.. you must also answer “Yes™ to Item
Number 15.

Consent for Disclosure: I authorize disclosure of
information from this application to the SSA as required
for the purpose of assigning me an SSN and issuing me a

Social Security card. [JYes []No

NOTE: If you answered “Yes” to Itemmn Numbers
14. - 15.. provide the information requested in Item
Numbers 16.a. - 17.b.

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 2: Parent Information

Father's Name

Provide your father's birth name.

16.a.

16.b.

Family Name
(Last Name)

Given Name
(First Name)

Mother's Name

Provide your mother's birth name.

17.a:

17.b.

Family Name
(Last Name)

Given Name
(First Name)

Your Country or Countries of Citizenship or
Nationality

List all countries where you are currently a citizen or national.

If you need extra space to complete this item. use the space
provided in Part 6. Additional Information.

18.a.

18.b.

Office of International Students and Scholars

Country

Country

Fill this out only if you need a
Social Security Number

List all countries of
which you are a citizen

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 3: Information About Last Arrival

Office of International Students and Scholars

Information About Your Last Arvival in the
United States

21.a. Form I-94 Arnval-Departure Record Number (if any)
| 3

21.b. Passport Number of Your Most Recently Issued Passport

21.c. Travel Document Number (if any)

21.d. Country That Issued Your Passport or Travel Document

21.e. Expiration Date for Passport or Travel Document

(mm/dd/yyyy) |

Date of Your Last Arrival Into the United States, On or

About (mm/dd/yyyy) |

Place of Your Last Arrival Into the United States

Immigration Status at Your Last Armival (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, or no status)

Your Current Imnugration Status or Category (for example,
B-2 wvisitor, F-1 student. parolee, deferred action, or no
status or category)

Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS) Number (if any)

> N-

21.a. Enter your I-94 Admission Record
Number. Your most recent |-94 can be
obtained at

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I194/#/home

21.b. Enter your most recently issued

passport number. If you last entered the
U.S. using an older passport, you should
still enter your newest passport number.

21.e./22. Please enter the dates in a
mm/dd/yyyy format

23. Your place of last arrival can be
found in your |I-94 Travel Record. For
example: Los Angeles (LAX)

+ If you received pre-clearance at an
international airport such as Calgary,
Vancouver, Dublin, Bahamas, or Abu
Dhabi, you should list the International
Airport you entered from. For
example: Calgary International
Airport (CLG)

26. Your SEVIS Number can be found on
the top left of your [-20

Most Recent 1-94

Admission (I-94) Record Number :_

Most Recent Date of Entry: 2018 September 16
Class of Admission : F1

Admit Until Date : DIS
Details provided on the 1-94 Information form:

Country of Issuance : -

Last/Surname :
First (Given) Name :
Birth Date :
Passport Number :

Please check your I-94 and confirm
that all of the information is
accurate.

Class of Admission should be F-1.
Admit until Date should be D/S.

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 3: Information About Your Eligibility Category

Information About Your Eligibility Category

27.

. Degree ‘

28.b.

Eligibility Category. Refer to the Who May File Form
1-765 section of the Form I-765 Instructions to determine
the appropriate eligibility category for this application.
Enter the appropriate letter and number for your eligibility
category below (for example. (a)(8). (¢)(17)(iii)).

(ehd 3hd=)

(©)(3)(C) STEM OPT Eligibility Category. If you
entered the eligibility category (¢)(3)(C) in Item Number
27.. provide the information requested in Item Numbers
28.a - 28.c.

Employer's Name as Listed in E-Verify

| |

. Employer's E-Verify Company Identification Number or a

Office of International Students and Scholars

Valid E-Verify Client Company Identification Number

(¢)(26) Eligibility Category. If you entered the eligibility

category (¢)(26) in Item Number 27.. provide the receipt
number of your H-1B spouse's most recent Form I-797
Notice for Form I-129. Petition for a Nonimmigrant
Worker.

a |

(¢)(8) Eligibility Category. If you entered the eligibility
category (c)(8) in Item Number 27.. have you EVER
been arrested for and/or convicted of any crime?

[JYes [JNo

The Eligibility Category for all 12-
Month OPT Applicantsis (c) (3) (B)

Leave these fields blank!

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 4: Applicant’s Signature

Applicant’s Statement

Applicant’s Signature

NOTE: Select the box for either Item Number La. or Lb. If
applicable, select the box for Item Number 2.

7.a. Applicant's Signature

7.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

l.a. I can read and understand English, and I have read
and understand every question and instruction on this
apphication and my answer to every question.

Lh. | | The interpreter named n Part 4. read to me every
question and mstruction on this application and my
answer to every question in

4 language in which I am fluent, and I understood
everything.

NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: If you do not completely fill
out this application or fail to submit required documents listed
in the Instructions. USCIS may deny your application.

2. | | Atmy request, the preparer named in Part 5.,

prepared this application for me based only upon
information [ provided or authorized.

Applicant's Contact Information

3. Apphlicant's Daytime Telephone Number

|
* IA pplicants Mobile Telephone Number (i any) Your signature must not touch any part
S, Aoplioants Email Address (if amy) Do not use your of the. box out]me. The signature must
| UCSB email. Enter a be in black ink and cannot be an
e eeiseyrteris) iy personal email. electronic signature.

scttlement agreement.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Page 7; Part 6. Additional Information

Page 7, Part 6 is used to provide additional information to USCIS.
You will use this section to:

 Provide all previously used SEVIS numbers

« UCSB only has access to SEVIS ID’s for UCSB students. If you attended another
school under a different SEVIS ID and do not know the number, you may
need to contact your previous school for information or documents.

* Provide evidence of any previously authorized CPT or OPT and
the academic level at which it was authorized.
« State whether the CPT was full or part tfime

+ You will attach copies of the corresponding I-20's / EAD cards to your
e application. If you no longer have a copy, you may contact OISS or your
previous school to request information or documents.

3.a. Page Number 3.b. Part Number 3.c. Item Number
2

3.a. Page Number 3.b. Part Number 3.c. Item Number
3 2 26

MM/DD/YYYY
Previous SEVIS ID: NOOXXXXXXXX Bachelor's

3.d.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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What Should | Mail to USCIS:
Preparing your OPT Application



What Should Your Application to USCIS Include?

Your application to USCIS should include the following documents in this exact order:

« Application fee ($410 check/money order or G-1145 if paying by credit card)
* Two U.S. Style Passport Photos

« Original Form |-765

« Form G-1145

« Copy of updated |-20 with OPT

« Copy of all previous CPT/OPT |-20s and EAD cards if applicable

« Copy of most recent |-94

« Copy of passport information page

« Copy of U.S. F-1 Visa

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Check or Money Order

* Be sure 1o make check

SAMPLE personal check for OPT application

" vour ome === out to “U.S. Department
| civ.smeZo  ponoTaBsREvaTE _MAAUUMY of Homeland Security.”
nomar US. ;>cpartmmt of Homeland SccurLtU\ |'$ 410.00 .
§  Four hundred ten and 00/100 e T U YO.Ur name ShOU|d be

| written on the top of the
e Application = ?2/ WW CheCk
| z22222222 2 000 add S55 4027 | - Don't forgeT to Sigﬂ Hhe
N bottom right of the

check!
Write your SEVIS ID number in the
memo portion of the check!
Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA

Office of International Students and Scholars
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Credit Card Payment

* If you would rather pay with a credit card, USCIS does offer
that option. Please note that they may only try to charge
your card one time. If they are unsuccessful they may
reject your application.

* It Is Important that you know your card can be processed
INn the United States and you have enough money to cover
the full $410.

* You must include a G-1450 in your application. Make sure
you read the instructions carefully. Do NOT send your
physical card in your application.

* hitps://www.uscis.gov/torms/fingerprints/pay-a-credit-card

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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U.S. Style Passport Photographs

« Two identical passport photographs

« Meet U.S. standards (2 inches x 2 inches)

« Photo of applicant only

« Taken within 30 days of application — do not use old photos!
« May not wear glasses in the photo

« VERY lightly print your name on the back of each (damaged
photos will not be accepted by USCIS)

Full frontal’'passport
(head facing camera)

1inch to 138 inch

11/8 inch to 138 inch

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Acceptable Photos




e-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance

o * The G-1145 is used to request
sttt electronic nofifications about your

immigration application. This service is available for applications filed at a USCIS Lockbox facility.

L] [ ) L]
[General Information n e nﬂ n
Complete the information below and clip this form to the first page of your application package. You will receive one e-mail and/or O I C O I O O O U r G I G
text message for each form you are Sling.

We will send tae e Notification within 24 hours after we accept your application. Domestic customers will receive aa e-mail and/or

BNt message; overseas customers will only receive an e-mail. Undeliverable e-Motifications cannot be resent
The e-mail or text message will display your receipt mumber and tell you how to get updated case stams information. It will not O I I < I I l ' I I I ‘ r
include any personsl information.  The e-Motification does not grant any type of status or benefit; rather it is provided as a [ ]

comvenisnce to customars.

USCIS will also mail you a receipt notice (I-T97C), which you will receive witkin 10 days after your application has been accepted;
use this notice as proof of your pending spplication or petition.

[USCIS Privacy Act S

AUTHORITIES: The information requested on this form is collected pursuant to section 103(a) of the Immigration and Mationality
Act, as amended INA section 101, et seq.

PURPOSE: The primary purpose for providing the information on this form is to request an electronic notification when USCIS
accepts immigration form. The information you provide will be used to send you a text and'or email message.

DISCLOSURE: The information you provide is voluntary. However, fatlure to provide the requested information may prevent

Complete this form and clip it on top of the first page of your immigration form(s).
USCIS from providing you a text and'or email message receipting your immigration form.

Applicant/Petitioner Full Last Name Applicant/Petitioner Full First Name ApplicantPetitioner Full Middle Name

ROUTINE USES: The information provided on this form will be used by and disclosed to DHS personnel snd contractors in
al:cwdme with appm\'edmnme uses, 35 descn'bed in the assoclalld pubhshed system of records notices [DHS/USCIS-007 -
8 d DHS £ I 2 nlul:hcsnbeﬂmmdnt

of national security.

Email Address Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)

‘Complete this form and clip it on top of the first page of your immigration form(s).
| Applicant Petiioner Full Last MNams ApplicanyPeditioner Full First Name Applicant/Pettioner Full Middle Name

Email Address Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)

Be sure to use your personal email address,
not your UCSB school email address.

Form G-1145 092614 ¥ Pagelofl
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After Mailing Your OPT Application to USCIS
What Should | Do<¢



Office

Pending EAD Approval

» Patience is your best friend!
* You are still in F-1 student status.

* You are allowed (and strongly recommended) to stay in the
United States while your OPT application is pending.

* [T may take 90 — 120 days for USCIS to approve your EAD.

* You may check the status of your application at
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do

* You cannot work while you wait for approval; you are on are
forced vacation!

- If your expected pro?rom completion date is delayed, you may
lose time authorized tfor OPT. Please see OISS immediately if your
graduation will be delated!

of International Students and Scholars Questionse Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BAR BARA



https://oiss.ucsb.edu/
mailto:oiss@sa.ucsb.edu
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do

|-797 Receipt Notice

97, Notice of Action

Department of Homeland Security
Citizenship and Immigration Services

* The
USC

app

TAETYE  T755
APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION
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WAC-08-105 -
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2008

NGTICK DATE

| ‘Mazch 4, 2008
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Please see the additional information on the back. You will be notified separately about any other cases you filed.
U.S. CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION SVC

CALIFORNIA SERVICE CENTER
P. 0. BOX 30111 [

LAGUNA NIGUEL CA 92607-0111 ‘ ‘
Customer Service Telephone: ’

(800) 375-5283

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu
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Withdrawing From OPT

* If you want to withdraw your OPT application

after

submission to USCIS, you must withdraw with a written letter

to USCIS.

* Once your EAD has been approved it is not possible to

withdraw from OPT. You will have used OPT @
education level (Bachelor's, Master’s, or Doc

t your applied

orate).

* If you are thinking of withdrawing your OPT, p
OISS immediately!

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu
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EAD Approval

* You will receive an EAD card that will include your valid
employment start and end dates.

* You are still on F-1 student status.

* You cannot enroll as a full-time student while on OPT except for
classes recreational in nature. Any classes taken while under
OPT cannot be applied towards a degree.

* You have an aggregate of 90 days from the start date of the
ETAITD card to find a job. If you do not, you may violate your
status.

- If you have not used all 0 days of unemployment, you have a
60 day grace period after your EAD card expires 1o prepare 1o
go h?rr]re transfer to a new school, or apply for a change of
vVisa status.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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EAD Card

E Al V 1] E 5 &’ = f
A Ji
é}g’fmha\\-\m/‘:}zww\\\\\\ﬁ /%m&s&wwmm@,mm\w(m

Surname -

_;_,gGA“CHO . » Check your EAD card
for accuracy!
tegoryCard#

038 wac13sosollll | |- Plegse remember to
send a copy of your
EAD card to the OISS
emaill

available
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OPT Reporiting Requirements, Employment Regulations, &
Applying for the STEM OPT Extension



Requirements for Reporting Employment and Address Updates

* In order to report updates to your address and employment, you will utilize the SEVP Portal.
Access to the SEVP Portal is granted upon approval of your OPT application by USCIS. All
reporting is required within 10 days of the change.

* You will receive an email with instruction on creating a portal account. The email will come
from do-not-reply.sevp@ice.dhs.gov. If you do not see the email, email OISS to have the
email sent again. You must your SEVP Portal within 15 days.

+ Please note SEVP will never request payment for using the OPT portal. Please report any
suspicious activity to OISS.

« Once you have entered your employment information in the SEVP Portal, please send an e-
mail fo OISS at oiss@sa.ucsb.edu to let us know. We will review the information and issue a
new I-20 showing your new OPT employment.

- Additional information regarding the OPT Portal can be found at:
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevp-portal-help

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Reporting Requirements

You are required to report any of the following directly to OISS:

 Change in name
« Early Completion of OPT

« Enrolling in a new degree program or transfer to another academic program
« Deciding to return home early

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Employment Regulations

* Full-time employment is required while on OPT, which is
defined as over 20 hours per week.

* Employment can be paid or unpaid

* You may work for multiple employers but all employment
must related to your UCSB degree.

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA



https://oiss.ucsb.edu/
mailto:oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

Office of International Students and Scholars

Full-Time Employer

Multiple Employers

Multiple short-term employers (gigs for performing
artists)

Self-employed

Temp agency

Unpaid/Internships

Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu

Acceptable Types of Employment While On OPT

Most common employment where you work for
one company for 40 hours a week.

Student allowed to work for multiple employers
but all employment must relate to UCSB degree

You should maintain a list of all gigs including dates
and duration of gig (gigs should add up to over 20
hours per week)

Strongly recommended student work with a lawyer
when setting up their own business

Allowed but need to ensure working over 20 hours
a week

Check with the Human Resources department at
company before accepting unpaid positions.

UC SANTA BARBARA
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Examples of Direct Relationship Between Degree and Employment

* Your OPT Employment must be directly related to the
degree you received at UC Santa Barbara.

* It Is Up to you to explain how your employment is directly
related to your degree.

* You can refer to the program learning outcomes for your
degree to help explain the relation

* hitps://www.assessment.ucsb.edu/learning-outcomes

Office of International Students and Scholars Questions? Visit oiss.ucsb.edu or email oiss@sa.ucsb.edu UC SANTA BARBARA
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Examples of Direct Relationship Between Degree and Employment

» The following examples are drawn from the Student Exchange Visitor Program’s
(SEVP) Policy guidance that was published by USCIS.

« https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/optDirectlyRelatedGuidance.pdf

Bachelor’'s Degree in Electrical

Engineering Bachelor’'s Degree in Business

| work full time as an Electrical Engineer « | work full fime as a Loan Officer at @
at ABC Corp., a government mortgage company, Happy Homes,
contractor. In my job, | analyze client where | meet with clients and
requirements for electrical systems and evaluate, authorize and recommend
provide them with cost estimates of approval of loan applications. On a
such systems. My work requires daily basis, | use the knowledge gained
understanding of electrical circuit in my credit analysis, sales and
theory, which | studied in-depth at the marketing classes that | took as part of
University of ABC. my major program of study.

Office of International Students and Scholars UC SANTA BAR BARA
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Examples of Direct Relationship Between Degree and Employment

Master’'s Degree in Music PhD in Computer Science

* | am working at a hospital playing the * | am employed as a Computer and
harp in patient rooms. | also conduct Information Research Scientist at ABC
hands-on harp beginner workshops for Research Institute. | work as part of @
long-term patients. On average, | work team of scientists and engineers that
at the hospital 35 hours a week. My designs experiments to test the
duties directly utilize the skills and operation of various software systems.
knowledge | acquired from my My work builds on research in complex
coursework and degree in music algorithms and machine learning,
therapy. which | studied as part of my

dissertation.

Office of International Students and Scholars UC SANTA BAR BARA



STEM Extension

* A 24-month OPT extension is possible for graduates with
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
degrees as long as the following are met:

v' Degree must be on the current STEM Designated Degree Program List
(available at https.//studyinthestates.dhs.gov/eligible-cip-codes-for-the-
stem-opt-extension)

v Student’s employer must be registered in the E-Verify program
(http://www.uscis.gov/everity)

v Employer must agree to the terms listed on the Form |-983

* Application for 24-month extension must be filed within 90 days
before the expiration date of the current OPT employment
authorization.

* Instructions for applying can be found on our website.
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Traveling Under OPT

What Documents Do | Need to Carrye



Travel Ovutside of the United States

* Traveling outside of the Untied States while your OPT
application is being reviewed is strongly discouraged.

* If you need to renew your visa while on OPT, please consult
OISS before applying

* Once approved for OPT, you can fravel outside the United
States with the following:
v'Passport valid for at least 6 months after the re-entry date
v'Valid F-1 Visa
v'Valid OPT I-20 with employer information and travel signature on
page 2
v'Valid EAD card
v’ Job offer or employer verification letter
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Stay Connected!

Social Media
v Facebook

v'Instagram Q @ﬁ

v Twitter

Walk-In Adyvising

- Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
- I0AM=-12PMand 1 PM -4 PM

Email: oiss@sa.ucsb.edu
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